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Overview  
 
This final report aims to summarize and conclude what happened at the ICD event from 4th October 2018 

with the title: The 2018 Romanian Protests: context and implications. The first part of this document 

provides detailed information about how the event was created and its organisational aspects, starting with 

the research on speakers, type of invitations that were sent and visuals. The second part concentrates on the 

event itself and how it was received by the audience. This report is a useful tool in order to assess and 

prevent further mistakes for future conferences.  

In light of the recent protests that took place in Romania between 10-12th August 2018 and their relevance 

in today’s European context, the ICD has brought together experts from the civic diaspora and the ICD 

international students at a round table debate, that transformed itself in a panel discussion with a Q&A 

session. The event was meant to establish a forum for discussion regarding the recent diaspora protests in 

Romania and their future implication for the country. The event was highly interactive and it brought the 

awareness of the international students to a specific country. All the topics proposed for this event were 

reached and given the current situation, the speakers also talked about the Referendum for redefining the 

family. To summarize the topics of the panel discussion were:  

 

• A brief introduction to the current political situation in Romania;   

• A chronological presentation of the recent history of Romania’s protests;   

• the culture of protests in Romania;   

• the main reasons and purpose of the Romanian citizens going to a protest;   

• the Romanian diaspora protest from 10-12th August 2018;   

• The referendum for redefining the family; #boicot as an art of protest;   

• The implications of this events for Romania and its presidency of the Council  of the EU.   

 

The event has engaged and inspired participants to keep up to date with the current political events in 

Romania and Europe and engaged in political discussions.  The participation at this event was open to all 

individuals coming from the governmental and diplomatic fields, academia & scholars, artists, 

representatives from the civil society and private sector and journalists.   

 

Program 
 
Address: Institute for Cultural Diplomacy - 18-22 Soltauer Str., 13509, Berlin. Date: 4th October, 

2018. Timetable: from 5:30 to 7:00 pm.  

Introductory Speech: Mr. Mark Donfried  

Moderator : Ms. Alexandra Ioan Speakers from Diaspora Civica Berlin: Aleca Bunescu and Ioana Dragoș, 

Viviana Druga (performer) and Ramona Cara on behalf of the Rumänisch in Berlin Society.  



Article about the event 
 
On the evening of 4th October 2018 from 5:30 to 7:00 PM, the ICD Academy of Arts and Culture hosted 

the event entitled: The 2018 Romanian Protests: context and implications. The event started with an 

introduction speech from Mr. Mark Donfried, the director of the Institute for Cultural Diplomacy.  

 

The panel discussion was moderated by Ms. Alexandra Ioan from the Civic Diaspora of Berlin (DCB) who, 

along with Ms. Aleca Bunescu and Ms. Ioana Dragoș from the same organisation, Ramona Cara on behalf 

of the Society Rumänisch in Berlin and the performer Viviana Druga discussed about the current political 

situation in Romania and the most recent protests from 10- 12th August 2018.  

 

The conversation started with the moderators question to describe in a word the protests in Romania. From 

the way the speakers responded, the audience could notice that although they have different backgrounds 

and perspectives, their political ideologies were similar. The opinions of the speakers highlighted the 

complex ideology of protests and the political situation in Romania. Although the event was very 

informative and engaged to a political debate, the audience would have liked to see someone from a 

different political identification in order to have an open debate.  

 

The recent events were briefly presented, in chronological order, starting with the 2012 protests against the 

mining project from Roșia Montană till the huge anti-corruption protests from August 2018, when tens of 

thousands of Romanians living in the Diaspora and not only, flooded the capital Bucharest for anti-

government protests. Even though the protests were announced to be peaceful, more than 400 people were 

injured, as the police forces used water cannons and teargas to disperse protesters calling on the 

government to resign. At the European Parliament, the recent raft of controversial judicial reforms was 

criticized as going the way Hungary and Poland did, which are already facing legal actions from Brussels 

over alleged moves to weaken the rule of law.  

 

The last subject added to the discussion was the one of the referendum regarding the definition of the 

family in the Romanian Constitution and prohibiting the same-sex marriage. The conference brought the 

awareness of the guests and the ICD Students to this intense discussed topics and according to their 

feedback, the event was very well moderated, interesting and highly successful. Below are some of the 

comments about the round table.  

 

1. Pros  
Opinion A: Good choice of speakers. They covered well the topics that were brought to the table and 

added a broad range of different aspects of the initial hypothesis: education in Romania,  

culture, demography, political and social situation. It was interesting to see how each of them had a 

different point of analysis on the different topics, but in the end they all took the same position regarding 



the protests and the politic in Romania in general. The moderator was particularly good: not only she knew 

the good timing of how to articulate the debate, but also she could pitch in at the right moment when 

moving to a new topic.  

Opinion B: Very nice and interesting discussion, good topic, interesting speakers. I really liked that artists 

were involved - it made the event more alive, we could hear different point of views. I think it is important 

to invite speakers from different fields, with different political opinions, different age, occupation, etc... I 

liked it that the moderator knew what she was doing, was well informed and made sure we follow the 

timetable.  

Opinion C: The moderator was very good. The questions were very well chosen so that the students and 

guests understand what has happened in Romania during 10-12 August and before. Given the fact that the 

event took place 2 days before the Referendum for redefining the family, I enjoyed that they talked about 

that as well.  

Opinion D: Speakers shared a lot of interesting points of view. They genuinely wanted to explain the 

situation in Romania but also to listen to the audience’s feedback, comments and questions. The 

atmosphere for the event was formal, but very open and honest. The moderator is very experienced in 

hosting events and did a great job to lead, provide suggestions and encourage the speakers to speak up. The 

speaker that works as a social worker provided a real and practical view about what actually happened in 

Romania. The art performer speaker brought unique opinions about the situation and was very straight 

forward with her sharing.  

Opinion E: Interesting topic and contributing to the development of democracy. Well informed speakers 

who cared about the topic and their country in general  

 

2. Cons  

There were only two critics from the event. The audience thought the debate would benefit from having 

speakers with a different political background, to have an opened and broader debate and in the same time 

they would have liked if the questions from the audience would have been taken at the moment they were 

announced.  
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